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" I like Steam House far better/* I answered, * and I
would not change with this rajah's son for anything! "
"Who knows," said Captain Hood, "whether this prince
may not prefer our rolling house to all his large and
cumbersome equipage!"
" There will be only one answer to make to that," cried
Banks, " though I shall have no objection to build him a
steam palace, provided he gives a good price! But whilst
awaiting his summons, let us look round the camp, it is
worth the trouble."
The prince's suite consisted of not less than 500 persons.
Under the great trees stood 200 chariots, symmetrically
arranged, like the tents of a vast camp. Some had zebras
to draw them, others buffaloes, and besides these, there were
three magnificent elephants, bearing on their backs richly
ornamented palanquins, and twenty camels, from the
country to the west of the Indus. Nothing was wanting
in the caravan, neither musicians to charm the ears of his
Highness, nor dancing-girls to delight his eyes, nor jugglers
to amuse his idle hours. Three hundred bearers and 200
guards completed the company, the payment of whose
wages would soon have exhausted any other purse than
that of an independent Indian rajah.
The musicians, who played tambourines, cymbals, and
tomtoms, belonged to the school which thinks more of .
noise than harmony; but there were besides scrapers on